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to do, had recovered some of his authority. Wh en
Ramarasa wanted to get these people into the
militia, the brother-in-law's influence caused
delay.

In obstructing the enlistment of the men
over whom he had influence, the young man had
at first no intention beyond showing the chieftain
how powerful he was. When, however, some
people listened to him and he got a feeling that he
was more powerful than Ramarasa, he conceived
an evil design. What great shakes was this man
after all ? Why should he be chieftain ? Why
should not he, Kasturi, himself become chieftain ?
Why should not he go to the commander of the
Mahrattas and offer to betray the fort, and get
him to capture Ramarasa and make the brother-
in-law chieftain ? He thought over this plan for
four days 'and made up his mind to carry it out.
The next day he went to Ramarasa and told him
that he would enlist all the men required and that
the Nayak need not be anxious.

The chieftain was delighted. He expressed
pleasure at Kasturi's offer and told him that if he
gave up his boyishness he would be like the
chieftain in the town. What should he lack?
That night Ramarasa took Kasturi with him on
his rounds over the fort wall. This helped Kasturi